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Plante: Strychnos variabilis De Wild. (specimen 
voucher Evrard 6592-Herbarium du Jardin 
Botanique de Belgique ri Meise). Source. Ccorces 
de racines rkcoltkes par l’un d’entre nous (M.F.) 
dans la province de Kinshasa au Za’ire. Usage. 
l’kcorce des racines est un poison violent [l]. Da- 
vaux ant&dews. diffkents screenings ont d&elk la 
prksence d’alcaldides dans les racines C2-43. 

Partie examinke. 1’Ecorce des racines. L’tchan- 
tillon (1 Kg) a Cttt soumis aux mkthodes classiques 
d’isolement des alcaldides: percolation initiale par 
le MeOH; concentrat repris par HAc a 2% et 
extrait par CHCl, successivement B pH 5 (B,), 
pH 8 (B2) et pH 11 (B3); enfin prkcipitation des 
alcaldides quaternaires (peu abondants) par 
l’acide picrique (B4). Les extraits B, et B2 con- 
tiennent plusieurs alcaldides dim&es bis-indoli- 
ques de PM supkrieur B 600 et dont l’ktude struc- 
turale est en tours. 

A 17b~,0~ 

( 1) Desocetylretuline ‘4%&% 

L’extrait B3 ne contenait qu’un seul alcaldide; 
il a &k purifik par CCM sur S gel, suivie d’une 

cristallisation dans le mklange MeOH-Et,O. P.F. 
165” SM m/e (abondance relative) = 296 
1465, 1256, 1030 et 745 cm-‘-RMN (CDCl,) 6 
CM+-C,9H24N20 (40)], 279 (6), 265 (5), 238 (13), 
166 (lOO), 154 (4), 144 (14), 143 (lo), 136 (6), 130 
(8), 122 (8)-UV AFgx(log E), 212 (4,52), 247 (4,19) 
et 300 (3,81)-IR (KBr) v 3350, 2930, 1605, 1488, 
7,12-6,66 (4 H aromatiques)-5,32 (q.,H1 9)-1 ,62 
(d. Me)-ORD (MeOH) [@I = + 15opO g 255 nm. 
Effet Cotton positif qui indique une configuration 
20, 7/-&acylindoline [S]. Ces donrkes spectrales 
sont en accord avec la structure de la dt%acktyl- 
rttuline (1). Cette hypothkse semble corroborke par 
la similitude du comportement chromatographi- 
que et des spectres IR de l’alcaldide B3 acCtylC 
i chaud (0 et N acktylations) et de la rktuline 
acttylite B froid (0-acttylation). 

C’est la premikre fois que la dtsacttylrktuline 
est signal&e B l’ktat naturel; cependant ce produit 
avait Ctk dCcrit dans les synth&ses de la rktuline 
[6,7]. De plus, il entre probablement dans la bio- 
synthkse d’alcaldides plus complexes dont l’ktude 
se poursuit. 
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Plant. Cissampelos pareira L. (Menisperma- 
ceae). a woody climber of the forests of Ghana. 
The plant was collected and identified by Mr. K. 
Obeng-Darko, of the Faculty of Agriculture, Uni- 
versity of Science and Technology, Kumasi. 
Voucher specimens are on deposit at the Faculty 
of Pharmacy of the University. I/‘sL’s. Medicinal 
[I]. Precious work. On the roots [Z-14], whole 
plant [15,16] and the leaves [17] for the alkaloids 
hayatine [( i-)-bebeerine] [(-t )-curine] [2-h& 
1 I,1 71, hayatinine [( -)-4”-O-methylbebeerine] 
k( --AZ:-O-methylcurine [2,5,7---9,12,17]. (-)-be- 

[4-~6,8-10,171. (+ )-isochododendrine 
Lie;8 -IO], cyclanoline chloride (cissamine chloride 
[9.14], cissampareine [ 15,161, ( + )-4”-O-methyl- 
curine [( +)-4”-0-methylbebeerine] [ 181, hayati- 
dine [( It)-4”-0-methylbebeerine] [( rf )-4”-O- 
methylcurinc] [ 13,171, cycleanine [ 171 and for 
(+)-quercitol [2-5,171. sterols [2,4,5] and esscn- 
tial oil [4.5]. 

* Part IO in the series “Constituents of West African Mcdi- 
cinal Plants”. For Part 9, see Dwuma-Badu. D.. Ayim. J. S. 
I(., ElSohly. H. N.. Knapp, J. E., Batkin. D. J. and SchilT. 
P. L.. Jr. Llo~diu. Submitted for publication. 

t Present address: Executive Chairman, Council for Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research. Accra, Ghana. West Africa. 

Plarlt part rsunzid. The powdered roots 
(2.25 kg) were percolated with dil HOAc (10%). 
The acidic extract (39 1.) was basified with 
NH,OH and extracted with CHCl, (49 1.) in a 
batchwise fashion. The combined CHCl, extracts 
were dried (Na$O& filtered and the filtrate eva- 
porated irl V~CI*O to afford an alkaloidal residue 
(39 g). Adsorption of this residue on A120, (36 g) 
followed by chromatography over AllO, (XX g) in 
Et,0 and then Et,O-MeOH afforded the follow- 
ing alkaloids (in order of elution): 

Dehydl-odicc~r~trir~~. 26 mg; mp 216“ (Et,O); 
[a]:’ 0 (CHCl,; c 0.35); i.zE(y)“nrn (log E): 217 
(4.40), 266 (4.X7), 303 (4.02) and 339 (4.23); 
vst: cm ~_ ’ : 1595, 1515, 1470. 1397. 1308, 1209, 
1114 and X57; ;SFi$: ?-OX (s. 3H. NMe), 3.99 
(s, 6H, OMe). 6.13 (us, 3H. CH,O,), 6.47 (s. lH, 
ArH), 6.82 (s. IH. ArH), 6.99 (s. 1H. ArH) and 
X.34 (s, IH. ArH): MS M + rrdr 337 (loo?;,) for 
CIoHlgNO,. 322 (XX), 293 (8). 279 (7), 251 (4) and 
168.5 (IX) identical by direct comparison (UV. IR, 
NMR, mp, mmp) with an authentic sample. 

Dimltrirze. 412 mg; mp 167--l 6X.5’ (Et,O); 
[x1,$’ +57.77’ (CHCI,; c 1.35): i$l”’ nm (log E): 
220 (4.21), 2X1 (3.8X), 305 (3.92) and 315 (sh) (3%); 
\fz:crn -I’ 160.3. 1520. 1461. 1455, 1390. 1341, 


